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Three French Books for Oral Practice 

I 

The title French Phrases and Questions (Moritz Levi, Holt) 
is self explanatory. The words and phrases are arranged in 
columns, French and English, and grouped under thirty-six head- 
ings, each dealing with one topic, such as time of day, dates, 
seasons, travel, food, and other facts and activities of daily life. 
Each word group is followed by a French questionnaire on the same 
topic. The book is intended to promote conversational ability 
among high school students who possess a fair knowledge of 
French, and could no doubt be used advantageously with classes 
of adults who wish to learn "practical" French for travel pur- 
poses. 

II 

A person seeking a collection of well selected French anecdotes 
could hardly find one more complete than that contained in 
French Composition and Conversation (Wann, Macmillan). 
The preface of the book states its aims clearly: "To provide mate- 
rial, 1, for conversation and 2, for a review in the elementary 
principles of the grammar." To this end, two or three anecdotes 
followed by a French questionnaire form the bulk of each of the 
twenty-four sections of the book; then comes a systematic topical 
grammar review with illustrative sentences, and a section of 15 
to 20 sentences to be translated into English. These disconnected 
sentences based, however, upon the preceding anecdotes, illus- 
trate the grammatical points to be reviewed. The lessons occupy 
about 130 pages, to which seventy pages of French-French vocabu- 
lary are added. 

Ill 

L'Oncle Sam en France (Cardon, Holt) is a title suggestive of 
the contents of this little book. It is a war book, yet different from 
the soldier diaries and letters which have appeared in recent 
years. Twenty-eight short chapters, each containing one or two 
pages of text, form a narrative that tells of the advent and activi- 
ties of the doughboys in France as seen through the eyes of a little 
French boy. Each chapter is followed by a "Causerie explicative 
et grammaticale," which discusses points of idiom and the 
grammatical difficulties of the text preceding it; then follows a 
section "Pour apprendre a. Parler," consisting of a French ques- 
tionnaire and grammatical exercises. Finally there is a section 
"Pour apprendre a Ecrire." This is a connected passage of English 
to be translated into French, and forms the only English part of 
the book. The twenty-eight chapters take up about 150 pages; 
the remaining fifty are devoted to an appendix of regular and 
irregular verbs, and a French-English vocabulary. 
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The narrative form, the attractive pictures and the many 
interesting details of French life that the story reveals make an 
interesting book, which should appeal to the young student. The 
book is adapted to reading early in the second year of high school, 
and will at the same time give a useful review of elementary gram- 
mar. 

Elsie Schobinger 

Haward School, Chicago 

GERMAN SHORT STORIES, edited by Harold H. Bender. 
Henry Holt & Co., 1920. 

It is encouraging to the friends of education to see a new 
text book for the study of German appear, for it shows that the 
idea that we must prove our patriotism by cutting off from our 
children the access to one of the great world literatures as well as 
to one of the greatest reservoirs of human knowledge is beginning 
to pass away. This attractive little book contains sixteen short 
stories, most of them written during the last twenty years, some 
even during the last decade, though no one of them deals with any 
aspect of the war. They offer a great variety of style as well as 
of subject matter and should appeal to almost every taste. The 
notes are adequate and not overdone, as in so many of our school 
editions; there is no effort to show the erudition of the editor 
or to draw fine grammatical distinctions such as no student still 
in the text-book stage will ever raise or ever be interested in, nor 
is undue help given in translation. The vocabulary is clear and 
full; perhaps too full, since all compounds are given, even those 
whose meaning is absolutely plain, and all declensional and con- 
jugational forms are indicated, so that the pupils are spared any 
effort of memory or thought in using it. But this is the general 
practice at present and it is probably futile to protest against it. 

The book is sure to be used by many teachers. It has, of course, 
the disadvantage common to all collections, that the constant 
change of subject matter and style interferes with the slow building 
up of vocabulary and prevents the rapid reading which is the best 
means of hastening this process. "Aller Anfang ist schwer," says 
the proverb, and this is especially true of reading in a foreign 
language, as every teacher knows. The first chapter is always 
the hardest, the longer the story the easier it becomes and the 
constant recurrence of the same words and phrases, incident to 
subject matter and to the style of the writer, impresses them on 
the memory for all time. These stories also present a variety of 
dialect forms and abbreviations, which belongs to the modern 
realistic school of narrative, but which greatly increases the diffi- 
culty of reading for the immature or inexperienced. The book 
seems to me rather to offer to the more advanced student of the 



